Hepatitis C infection among Dutch haemophilia patients: a nationwide cross-sectional study of prevalence and antiviral treatment.
Hepatitis C is a major co-morbidity among patients with haemophilia who received inadequately or non-virus-inactivated clotting factor concentrates before 1992. The objectives of this study were to investigate the prevalence of hepatitis C and the use of antiviral therapies during the last decade among patients with haemophilia in the Netherlands. We performed a cross-sectional study and a questionnaire was sent to all 1519 patients known with haemophilia in the Netherlands between 2001 and 2002. The study population for the present study consisted of 771 patients who had received clotting factor products before 1992 of whom 638 reported their hepatitis C status. In total, 441 of the 638 (68%) patients ever had a positive test for hepatitis C virus (HCV); 344 patients (54%) had a current infection, and 97 (15%) had cleared the virus. Among 344 patients currently HCV infected, 111 (32%) had received treatment for hepatitis C, while 34% (33/97) of patients with an infection in the past had been treated for hepatitis C. In 2002 the prevalence of hepatitis C among patients with haemophilia who received clotting factor products before 1992 was 54%. The majority of patients with a current HCV infection had not been treated with antiviral therapy.